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Detjen: Mid-Michigan should celebrate 
peace 
— Jim Detjen is a retired MSU professor and boardmember of the Peace Education Center, a non-
profit organization that promotes and educates the public about a variety of peace activities. 
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On Sunday, Sept. 27 mid-Michigan area residents will celebrate the International 

Day of Peace with a march at Potter Park Zoo. The event, which will begin at 2 p.m., 

will bring together a diverse group of people to celebrate their commitment to 

working for peaceful solutions. 

Local peace groups, led by the Greater Lansing United Nations Association 

(GLUNA) and the Peace Education Center, expect hundreds of people will 

participate in a one-mile march, the “planting” of a peace pole and a variety of other 

activities. Young and old, leaders of Christian and Islamic faiths and many 

international students from Michigan State University and area high schools plan to 

participate. 

Lynn Bartley, GLUNA president, hopes the march will become an annual event that 

will help celebrate the International Day of Peace, which is held on Sept. 21 in 

countries around the world. 

I support this effort and believe future years should be expanded to become a 

community-wide celebration of peacemakers and organizations that are working to 

create a safer world with fewer conflicts, less violence, more tolerance and greater 

social, economic and environmental justice. 



We celebrate holidays, such as Memorial Day and Veterans Day, which honor 

Americans who bravely fought to defend our nation. Why not set aside a national 

holiday that honors the peacemakers who have also shown bravery and courage in 

their fight for a safer and more just world? 

These peacemakers include Pope Francis, who has worked behind the scenes to 

reduce tensions between Cuba and the United States. Other peacemakers we 

should honor include Rosa Parks, who helped initiate the civil rights movement in 

1955 when she refused to give up her seat on a bus, and Malala Yousafzai, the 18-

year-old Pakistani woman who won the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize for her work to 

expand education for women. 

Why not honor William Wilberforce, an English politician who worked to ban slavery; 

Mother Teresa, who helped the poor in India; the Dalai Lama, who uses nonviolent 

methods to work for Tibetan independence; and Henry David Thoreau, the 

American philosopher who championed civil disobedience? 

Imagine peace day festivals held in parks in Lansing and other communities that 

bring together peacemakers and organizations that work to promote education, 

nonviolence, tolerance, and an environmentally-sound world. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called the children of God,” says the 

Bible in Matthew 5:9. And scientist Albert Einstein has written, “Peace cannot be 

kept by force. It can only be achieved by understanding.” 

Let’s further this understanding of people of all faiths and nationalities by bringing 

them together to celebrate the peacemakers at an annual holiday held in September 

each year. 

— Jim Detjen is a retired boardmember of the Peace Education Center, a non-profit 

organization that promotes and educates the public about a variety of peace 

activities. 

 


