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Bartley: Striving toward peace at the local 
level 
Lynn Bartley is president of the Greater Lansing United Nations Association, one of many local 
organizations supporting PeaceQuest Greater Lansing 2018.  
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Greater Lansing is celebrating a month of events that will recognize the annual 
United Nations International Day of Peace which is on Sept. 21. PeaceQuest 
Greater Lansing 2018 will highlight the efforts of individuals, organizations and 
governments that take action to end conflict and promote peace — and encourage 
others to do the same. 

This year the global theme is “The Right to Peace,” celebrating the 70th anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, affirming the individual rights of all 
people. It was adopted on Dec. 10, 1948, by member states of the United Nations, 
including the United States. 

The Greater Lansing United Nations Association (gluna.org), which held 
International Day of Peace events for decades, was joined in 2014 by several other 
organizations that also work to promote peace locally and globally, including the 
Peace Education Center, the Shalom Center for Justice and Peace, Greater 
Lansing Network Against War and Injustice, Edgewood United Church, Niagara 
Foundation, Presbyterian Church of Okemos, University United Methodist Church, 
and others. 

“PeaceQuest Greater Lansing” was formed and has since grown to be a month of 
events — all of September — with a focus on peace. Of course, we must all act 
year-round to build peace in our world — and each one of us has the ability to do 
that. This month can provide the impetus. 

Come to the rally, “Stand up for Peace,” at the Capitol on Sept. 21. Take part in the 
“Peace Pole Pursuit” to see some of the more than 20 peace poles in the greater 



Lansing area. See peace art exhibits. Raise your awareness about reducing gun 
violence by attending the Concert Across America. Join us for “An Agenda for 
Disarmament” — the September “Java Cafe` Global Conversation” (events that 
Greater Lansing UNA hosts throughout the year). The list continues. See the full 
calendar of events and details at PeaceQuestGreaterLansing.org.) 

After September, greater Lansing must continue individually and organizationally to 
take actions that build peace in our community and globally. 

Vote for people who will support the rights of our citizens, strive for justice and 
equity, and guide the United States in welcoming refugees who are forced to leave 
dangerous situations. 

Call your representatives — local, state and national — to tell them what you as 
their constituent want them to support. 

Display signs and/or peace poles that encourage peaceful actions. 

Join and support organizations that are involved in peace efforts. 

This list of actions continues as well. Do all that you can do! 

Lynn Bartley is president of the Greater Lansing United Nations Association, one of 
many local organizations supporting PeaceQuest Greater Lansing 2018. 

 


